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110th Congress – December 2007
Message from the Caucus Leadership

As the chairs and vice chairs of the Congressional Diabetes Caucus, we’d like to welcome you to the December edition of the Caucus Monthly Newsletter. Below you will find the latest news in diabetes, summaries of recent diabetes events, and updates on the legislative priorities of the Caucus. We hope that you and your staff find this newsletter helpful and informative. Please contact Heather Foster at heather.foster@mail.house.gov or 5-4431 in Rep. DeGette’s office if you would like more information about the Caucus or would like to join.
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      Diabetes News
· Diabetes and Cancer Risk in Women
· Quality Improvement Initiatives Lead to Progress in Diabetes Care
· Cherokees Fight Diabetes by Thinking in Small Steps
· Amylin: Diabetes Treatment Byetta Worked in Clinical Trials Without Other Drugs
· Glucose Levels Vary in Pregnancy by Diabetes Type
· Diabetes Drug Avandia Could Weaken Bones 
· International Initiative To Study Viruses Implicated In Type I Diabetes Launched In London
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Diabetes Briefngs
Upcoming Events

· Keep your eyes open for our first event of the new year: the American Diabetes Association will host a national press launch to release new diabetes cost statistics.
· NBC Sunday Night Football Analyst John Madden        was on the Capitol Hill on December 6th for a joint House and Senate press event.  Coach Madden came to raise support for increased federal funding for the Special Diabetes Program with his grandson Sam, who was recently diagnosed with type 1 diabetes.

Recent Events

· The Congressional Diabetes Caucus held a briefing in conjunction with the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, the American Diabetes Association, and the National Indian Health Board, which highlighted the Special Diabetes Fund.  Speakers included Yvette Roubideaux, chair of the ADA Awakening the Spirit Team, Dr. Bob Goldstein, Chief Scientific Officer of JDRF, Buford Rolin, Co-Chair of the Tribal Leaders Diabetes Committee, and Charlotte Cunningham, a 12 year-old Maryland resident who is currently enrolled in a type 1 diabetes clinical research trial.
Legislative Priorities

· H.R. 2762, reauthorizing the Special Diabetes Programs for Type I Diabetes and Indians.  The bill would reauthorize the special diabetes programs for type 1 research and prevention/treatment for Native Americans for five years, with an increase in funding.  The bill includes a five-year reauthorization at increased funding levels for both programs.  The bill currently has 205 cosponsors
· H.R. 1647, including podiatrists as physicians for purposes of covering physicians services under the Medicaid Program.  The bill would classify podiatrists as physicians for purposes of direct reimbursement through the Medicaid program.  The bill currently has 183 cosponsors.

· H.R. 2210, the “Diabetes Prevention Access and Care Act of 2007.”  The Diabetes Prevention Access and Care Act is designed to promote research, treatment, and education regarding diabetes in minority populations.  This specific focus will help us address the unique challenges faced by minority populations and provide more effective treatment and education.  The bill currently has 67 cosponsors.
· H.R. 4218, the “Medicare Diabetes Self-Management Training Act of 2007.”  The bill would recognize certified diabetes educators as providers for Medicare diabetes outpatient self-management training services.  Please look for a Dear Colleague letter in the next few weeks regarding the bill.



